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LISA HAAS’S CROWN HILL CEMETERY IN THE 
2008 ORLANDO FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL 

 
New York City monologist Lisa Haas presents her morbidly funny tale about her struggle 
to avoid death while growing up next to a burial ground in the suburbs of Denver. 
 
As a recipient of a Jerome Foundation Fellowship, Haas began the development of this 
solo show as an artist-in-residence at the New York Mills Regional Cultural Center in 
Minnesota.  Subsequently, Crown Hill Cemetery has had readings and workshops in 
various NYC venues, (including the Artists of Tomorrow Festival where it was named 
Best of the Fest) and was performed in the 2003 Piccolo Spoleto Festival. 
 
Centering on the story of Haas’s uncle who obsessively photographs dead relatives in their 
coffins, Haas uncovers his mysterious shutter-bug motivation through a series of hapless 
embarrassing events.  All the while she aspires to embrace life, only to have it trampled on 
by telemarketers selling cemetery plots, cattle mutilations and National Geographic.  Even 
a simple trip to the mall turns sour when her sister justifies purchasing an outfit for their 
mother by pointing out, “She needs something decent to wear -and for God’s sake- what 
will we bury her in?”  
 
Though the subject matter of death is very sobering, the piece is outrageously comic, and 
includes opportunities for the audience to call for a break anytime “death” gets too heavy, 
and Haas must deliver an interlude of non-death related entertainment. 
 
At the Piccolo Spoleto Festival The Post and Courier said, “Her vivacious, amazingly 
zingy off-the-wall material about death and dying came across hilariously.” And    
“…Haas is a comedian who shows a lot of promise as well as a bit of a Lily Tomlin 
quality.  Saturday Night Live could use a comedian of this caliber.”  The Charleston City 
Paper noted, “Haas delivers monologue with moxie…”  
 
A regular storyteller in NYC at Speakeasy: Stories from the Backroom, Haas is also a 
playwright best known for her comedy Stacked: A Deviant Doctoral Dissertation which 
was critically acclaimed by the New York Times and was also produced by Vitalstatistix in 
Adelaide, Australia.  Haas is also the co-author of the sketch comedy, Rita & Inez: The  
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True Queens of Femininity which was a critically acclaimed festival hit in the Seattle and 
Edmonton Fringes.   
 
Directed by Jocelyn Sawyer, Crown Hill Cemetery is Haas and Sawyer’s third theatrical 
collaboration.  In NYC they are currently developing an outrageous audience interactive 
comedy In Heat, and have begun a new solo piece for Haas about the real-life 1950’s 
Denver Police Burglary Scandal. 
 
 
Performance dates and times: Thur sday, May 15 at 9:40 p.m.; Saturday, May 17 at 
6:20 p.m.; Sunday, May 18 at 11:59 a.m.; Tuesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, 
May 21 at 9:10 p.m.; Saturday, May 24 at 7:50 p.m.; Sunday, May 25 at 11:10 a.m.  
 
Location: The Blue Venue inside the Orlando Shakespeare Theatre at 812 E. Rollins 
Street, Orlando. 

 
Tickets: $8.00. 
 
Tickets & Info online:  http://www.orlandofringe.org 
 
Orlando Fringe Theatre Festival Administrative Offices:  407-648-0077 
 
Crown Hill Cemetery’s Fringe Homepage -  http://orlandofri nge.org/node/157 
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WHO:   Crown Hill Cemetery is being produced for the 2008 Orlando Fringe 

Theatre Festival by Creative Evolution, a small New York City based non-
profit organization supporting the development of work by women in the 
performing and literary arts.  www.creative-evolution.org 

 Press Contact for Creative Evolution: Mary Ann Curto 917-535-7949 
 
WHAT :  Crown Hill Cemetery is a solo comedy, written and performed by Lisa 

Haas, directed by Jocelyn Sawyer.  (Theatre.)   
Crown Hill CemeteryÕs Fringe Homepage -  
http://orlandofringe.org/node/157 

 
WHEN:   Thursday, May 15 at 9:40 p.m. 

Saturday, May 17 at 6:20 p.m.  
Sunday, May 18 at 11:59 a.m.  
Tuesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday, May 21 at 9:10 p.m. 

   Saturday, May 24 at 7:50 p.m.  
Sunday, May 25 at 11:10 a.m.  

 
WHERE:   The Blue Venue inside the Orlando Shakespeare Theatre at 812 E. Rollins 

Street (in Loch Haven Park, Orlando, FL). 
 
TICKETS:   $8.00.  (Discount for Fringe Artists and Volunteers.) 
  Buy tickets online at http://www.orlandofringe.org 
 
ARTISTSÕ BIOS: 
 
Lisa Haas is a Brooklyn based playwright, essayist and monologist.  Her plays and solo 
performance pieces have been seen in New York City, nationally and internationally.  In 
NYC her works have been produced by The Toyota Comedy Festival, The Fourth Unity, 
HERE Arts Center, The WOW Café and the Brooklyn Arts Exchange.  Some of those 
pieces include Rita & Inez: The True Queens of Femininity, I Sit in the CafŽ, In Heat and 
Stacked: A Deviant Doctoral Dissertation.  Stacked was also produced in Australia by the 
Vitalstatistix Theatre Company.  She is a storyteller with Speakeasy: Stories from the 
Backroom and sings a capella with the comedy group The Lesbian Overtones.  She was the 
recipient of a Jerome Foundation Fellowship to develop her solo comedy, Crown Hill 
Cemetery, which was seen in the 2003 Piccolo Spoleto Festival and in the 2004 Artists of 
Tomorrow Festival in NYC where it was named Best of the Fest.  A teaching artist with 
the Metropolitan Opera Guild’s Creating Original Opera Program, she holds a BFA from 
Loretto Heights College, an MFA from the University of Montana and is a member of The 
Dramatists Guild of America, Inc.  www.lisa-haas.com. 
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Jocelyn Sawyer has directed new work for Reverie Productions, SP Productions and for 
many festivals in New York including Six Figures’ Artists of Tomorrow, American Globe 
Theatre, Estrogenius and NYC Fringe, in addition to Queer@HERE and the Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange’s Women’s Performance Festival for which she directed the first two parts of 
“In Heat” by Lisa Haas. She has assistant directed at Playwrights Horizons (where she was 
a directing resident last season), The Flea and Rattlestick Theaters and the Summer Play  
Festival. She has directed readings of new plays for Abingdon Theatre, Reverie 
Productions, Emerging Artists Theatre, New Perspectives Theatre Company, and the 
Becket Playwrights Festival. She received her BA in Theatre from the University of 
California at Berkeley and her MA in Theatre from San Francisco State University. She is 
a member of Lincoln Center Theater Directors Lab, Directors Lab West and Actors’ Equity 
Association. 
 
 
PRODUCTION HISTORY OF CROWN HILL CE METERY:  
 
2004 Performed at the Artists of Tomorrow Festival.  Named Best of the Fest.  Six 

Figures Theatre Company, NYC. 
 
2003 Performed at the Piccolo Spoleto Festival.  Charleston, SC. 
 
2002 Staged Reading.  WOW Café, NYC. 
 
2002 Reading of Crown Hill Cemetery at the Mixed Grill Festival.  WOW Café, NYC. 
 
2001 Haas is the recipient of a Jerome Foundation Fellowship for a visiting artist 

residency at the New York Mills Regional Cultural Center to draft Crown Hill 
Cemetery.  New York Mills, MN. 

 
 
PRESS PHOTOS AVAILABLE ONLINE:  www.flickr.com/photos/lisahaas 
 
REVEIWS & PRESS MATERIAL FOR LISA HAAS AVAILABLE AT:   
www.lisa-haas.com 
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