Knit Lantern Bag Directions
© Kim Waldheim, 2005

Difficulty rating: Intermediate

Skills required:  Dpn’s, Fair-isle Knitting

Knitting Supplies:

6 skeins worsted weight yarn, or 3 skeins bulky weight (halve numbers below.) 
     Suggested colors for Dancing Chics:
     4 blue (MC) and 2 white (CC)
     4 sage green (MC) and 1 aran/1 beige held together (CC)

     Suggested colors for Fair-isle:

     2 plum (MC1 & CC3), 2 turqoise (MC2), 1 lime (CC1), 1 magenta (CC2)

     2 black (MC1 & CC3), 2 tan (MC2), 1 white (CC1), 1 brick red (CC2)

#11 double-pointed knitting needles (suggest Bryspuns)

Size K and P crochet hooks
Scissors & tapestry needle

Tips:

Double-strand through-out if using worsted weight, single strand if using bulky weight.  To double yarn from 1 skein, roll almost 1/2 the skein into a separate ball, make a little loop with the yarn between skein & ball, use that to start rolling new ball of double-stranded yarn, being careful to keep tension from skein & ball somewhat even.  When reaching the end of 1 strand, pull remainder of skein apart, lightly knot loose end and continue on.  When knitting, unknot and after 3-4 stitches make small square knot (optional) and work ends in.

Watch for twisted needles the first few rows, and pull tightly when turning corners & switching dpn’s.  
See “Fair Isle Sweaters Simplified” (Ann & Eugene Bourgeois, aka the Philosopher’s Wool Company, Martingale & Company Press, 2000) for great directions on 2-handed Fair-isle knitting that is easier than it seems and eliminates floats without harming the gauge or texture of the piece.  

Directions:
Square base:

Row 1:  With MC (or MC1), co 2 st’s (e-loop) on each of 4 needles.  (Insert each new needle to the left of the previous needle, in your left hand, e-loop twice, insert next needle, etc.)

Row 2:  k around, starting in stitch next to beginning tail.  Continue circularly, with each side containing the same number of stitches—1/4th the total—so that you are knitting a square.  So, I suppose that should literally be, “Continue squarely!”

Row 3:  [kfb, kfb] 4 times.  Each corner consists of 2 kfb’s, so you now have 4 corners.
Row 4:  [kfb, k2, kfb] 4 times.

Rows 5 to 9:  Continue kfb’ing in the first and last stitches each side, k’ing the rest until the total number of stitches on each 4 needles equals 16.

Row 10:  [p2tog, p 14] 4 times for patterns that are divisible by 5, 6, 10 or 15; or p around for patterns divisible by 2, 4, 8 or 16.

Sides:

Rows 11 to 13:  K around in MC (or MC1)
Rows 14 to 34-44:  Adding CC(‘s), follow selected portions of Dancing Chics graphs, such as dancing chics, goats & stars, fence & goats, moons & stars, or any fair-isle pattern of your choice.  For Fair-isle patterns, switch to MC2 now and use the number and proportions of colors recommended by author, in yarns that contrast well, including the original MC1 as one of the CC’s.  If the pattern has many single rows & stitches, these may not show up well after felting.  Just double the directions and knit 2 stitches and 2 rows for every stitch & row in the pattern/chart.
Last 4 rows of sides: k 3 rows in MC (or MC1) then p last row.
Top flaps (make 4.)  

No need to break yarn and restart on the first flap, just continue on and then restart MC yarn in bottom right corner for the remaining 3 flaps, following these directions:

Row 1:  k2, psso, k7, k2tog, k2, turn.

Row 2:  k2, p9, k2, turn.

Row 3:  k2, psso, k5, k2tog, k2, turn.

Row 4:  k2, p7, k2, turn.

Row 5:  k2, psso, k3, k2tog, k2, turn.

Row 6:  k2, p5, k2, turn.

Row 7:  k2, psso, k1, k2tog, k2, turn.

Row 8:  k2, p3, k2, turn.

Row 9:  k2, sl1, k2tog, pass slst over k2tog, k2, turn.

Row 10:  k2, p, k2, turn.

Row 11:  k1, sl1, k2tog, pass slst over k2tog, k1, turn.
Row 12:  k3tog

With size K hook, ch 12, insert hook thru back of k3tog, pull yarn through, tighten chained loop and pull yarn over chained loop to form neat wrap, break, run in ends.
Strap:

With 4 strands of yarn and size P hook, ch 120.  Run in ends.

Finishing:

Baste bag inside pillowcase with color-catcher & 2-4 other bags.  Felt in washing machine, medium load, hot water, with 2 pair of “leftover” jeans.  The pillowcase & jeans will become your felting kit.  Let spin.  No problem if they’re in the bag.  Remove from bag and throw in dryer.  Yes, into the dryer.  Dry 30 minutes or until barely damp.  Disentagle any straps.  Block Lantern Bags over drinking glass, overnight.  Thread strap through all 4 loops, secure strap with knot.  (You can try the bag over your shoulder before tightening knot, and don’t tighten knot too much—it’s not necessary, it looks funky, and it can make a divot so you won’t be able to adjust the strap again.)
