Tweaked Bag Pattern

© 2005 by Kim Waldheim
Finished size:  9” tall to V, 14” side-to-side

Difficulty Rating:  Advanced Beginner

Skills required:  

Knitting into front & back loop inc (kfb)

Knitting 2 stitches together (k2tog)

Picking up stitches (p/u) with crochet hook

Sewing a side-seam (grafting)

Wrapping stitches at turn
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Knitting supplies:

2 skeins Kureyon or other bulky yarn of your choice for the majority of the bag (MC
Almost that amount of scraps (double-stranded if necessary to approximate bulky gauge) (CC)
1 skein bulky or 2 skeins light worsted (to be doubled) for the straps (CC)
OR the equivalent of 5 skeins of bulky yarn (4 for the bag, 1 for the strap)
Size 10.5 circular needles

Size F crochet hook

Scissors, tapestry needle, pins
2-6 buttons, 2-4 zippers or pieces of velcro (8” each)
Directions:
First Triangle:

With MC, co 3 st’s

Row 1 and all odd rows:  k across, kfb last stitch, turn.
Row 2 and all even rows:  p across, turn.
BO when piece measures 40” across long edge.  Count the number of rows & stitches.

Second Triangle:

With MC, co 3 st’s

Row 1 and all odd rows:  kfb first stitch, k across, turn.
Row 2 and all even rows:  p across, turn.
BO when piece equals same measurement across long edge and/or has same number of rows & stitches.

Note:  Change colors every 2-6 rows of MC, as desired, knitting in a coordinating CC for 2-4 rows, then returning to MC.  Approximate bulky gauge by double-stranding light worsted yarn.

Bag Assembly:

Fold both triangles in ½ along long edges.  Place side-by-side with “doubled-points” facing each other and open edges down (toward you.)  Mark fold of right triangle with a vertical pin.  Open right triangle like a book.  Slide left triangle on top of right until tip of right triangle almost peeks out behind left triangle’s fold and left triangle’s tips are ¼ “ from pin, directly below unfolded triangle’s top point.  Do not remove pin.  Pin left triangle’s center fold.  Unfold left triangle like a book.  Fold right triangle as if closing a book (or making a knit omelet!)  Check to see that right triangle’s point is approximately ¼” from pin.  Close left triangle.  Do not remove pin.  Crochet or sew through all 4 layers across bottom using coordinating yarn, going through every-other stitch/row.

Strap:

Do each side separately and identically, then graft at shoulder-seam.

Row 1:  Starting in lower right corner, pick up stitches to tip of side, then co approx. 48 st’s (less for persons under 5’4, more for persons taller than 6’.)
Row 2:  k to last 2 st’s, k2tog, turn.

Row 3:  p/u st on fold at pin by inserting crochet hook under a knit stitch and pulling yarn through, placing on needle.  Remove pin.  k 12, sl 13th st to right needle, move yarn to back, sl 13th st back to left needle, turn.  (This will become a smooth movement in no time at all.  Also used for Peruvian fake circular join.)
Row 4:  same as row 2.

Row 5:  Same as row 3 but k all the way to end of strap, turn.  Note:  To p/u a st at the fold, count up 2 st and over 2 st from previous p/u.
Continue Row 2 thru Row 5 pattern until strap consists of 12 ridges at pocket, BO.
When both straps are done, graft together using same yarn by sewing through little “knots” where you turned, alternating left, right, left, right.  Tug gently until invisible.

Finishing:
Hem inside pockets if edges are uneven using coordinating yarn and loose backstitch.  

Felt bag inside basted pillowcase with 2 pair of old jeans and 1 color-catcher in medium load on hot.  Check bag, and if desired size, go ahead and throw in the dryer!

Sew closures onto pockets and at tops of sides if desired.  Sewing velcro or zippers on inside and outside of same pocket creates a pocket that is completely enclosed so purse can be turned upside down and shaken and contents of doubly-closed pockets will not fall out!  Sewing pocket closed on inside or outside and using 1 closure would work as well, but wouldn’t be quite the fun.
