Individual Oral Presentation (15% of A1 Assessment)

The Individual Oral Presentation is based on a work or works studied in Part 4 of the syllabus.  Each candidate chooses a topic for this exercise in consultation with the teacher. (USE Death of a Salesman or Their Eyes Were Watching God.) 
Choice of Topic

Candidates may choose topics which reflect their personal interests. Topics may be based on any aspect(s) of the work(s) studied, including:

· cultural setting of the work(s) and related issues 

· thematic focus 

· characterization 

· techniques and style 

· author’s attitude to particular elements of the works such as character(s), subject matter 

· interpretation of particular elements from different perspectives.

Activities (Individual Oral Presentation)

The following lists contain examples of the wide range of activities which are acceptable for the Individual Oral Presentation. These lists of examples are neither exhaustive nor prescriptive. They are only suggestions and may be added to by teachers, or by candidates with the approval of teachers. Candidates should select the activity most appropriate to the topic chosen.

Structured Discussions
· Class discussions where a candidate has been given special responsibilities (advance preparation, particular topics, a short report, a provocative position). The whole class may participate, but only the presenter will be assessed.  (Basically you are in the teaching role.)

· The presentation of material lending itself to discussion within the class, such as the offering of two opposing readings of a work (the presenter will take questions from the class). 

· Interview of a candidate by the teacher on an agreed topic or work(s).  (I WILL NOT BE INTERVIEWING.)
Oral Exposés 
· An introduction to a writer, a work or a particular text. 

· An explanation of a particular aspect of an author’s work. 

· The examination of a particular interpretation of a work. 

· The setting of a particular writer’s work against another body of material, such as details on social background or political views. 

· A commentary on the use of a particular image, idea or symbol in one text or in a writer’s work. 

· An imitation of a poem being studied. This activity should be followed by some explanation of, and discussion on, what the candidate had attempted to do. 

· A comparison of two passages, two characters or two works. (DO YOU REALLY WANT TO DO TWO OF THESE?)

· A commentary on an extract from a work studied in class which has been prepared at home. 

· An account of the candidate’s developing response to a work. 

Role Play
· A monologue by a character at an important point in the work. (AND THEN DISCUSS IT.)
· Reminiscences by a character from a point in later life. 

· An author’s reaction to a particular interpretation of elements of his/her work in a given context. For example, a critical defense of the work against a charge of subversion, or immorality, before a censorship board. 

Candidates who choose role play should provide a rationale for what they have done.

Focus of Individual Oral Presentation

The focus of each oral presentation will depend on the nature and scope of the topic chosen. The sophistication of literary criticism expected is indicated in the descriptors for the Internal Assessment criteria and is expected to be greater at Higher Level than at Standard Level. Whatever the topic and type of presentation chosen, candidates will be expected to show:

· knowledge and understanding of the works 

· thorough appreciation of the aspect discussed 

· knowledge and use of the linguistic register appropriate for the type of presentation, where register refers to the candidate’s sensitivity to elements such as the vocabulary, tone, sentence structure and idiom appropriate to the task. 

· At Higher Level, where appropriate, a consideration of the effects of the means by which the author(s) have explored the aspect discussed. 

Structure of Individual Oral Presentation

The structure of each oral presentation depends largely on the type of activity selected for the topic. Some activities, such as the structured discussion and the oral expose, may be well suited to formal discussions which follow a logical sequence, while others, like the role play, may not. It is the responsibility of the candidate to select the type of presentation which most effectively enables the objectives of the topic to be realized. Whatever the activity chosen, all presentations must have a coherent structure.

Preparation of Individual Oral Presentation

It is expected that candidates will prepare for their Individual Oral Presentation outside class hours. When candidates have chosen the topic for their presentation it will be their responsibility to:

· select appropriate material for the presentation 

· organize the material into a coherent structure 

· choose and rehearse the linguistic register appropriate for the presentation. 

Presentation and Subsequent Discussion (HL & SL 10-15 minutes) 

Teachers must allow candidates to do their presentation without any interruption or assistance.

When the presentation is completed teachers should engage in a discussion with candidates in order to probe further into their knowledge and understanding of the work(s) or topic. Teachers must be satisfied that candidates have justified their selection of:

· the material used in the presentation 

· the activity chosen to convey the topic 

· linguistic register for the presentation. 

The whole class may participate in the subsequent discussion.

Assessment Criteria HL (Internal) Scoring Guide, Oral Component

Knowledge &
Interpretation
Use of


Understanding (5 pts)
& Personal Response
Presentation                               Language (5 pts)
	
	How well does t. candidate know & understand t. content?  How well does t. stdnt situate t. extract from which it has been taken or body of wrks to which it belongs, where relevant?
	How valid is t. stdnt’s interpre-tation? How well has t. stdnt identified and analyzed t. effects of literary features: diction, imagery, tone, structure, style & technique? To what extent does response show critical thinking & originality? How precise & relevant are t. stdnt’s references?
	How structured is t. stdnt’s response?  How effective & convincing is t. presentation?  How appropriately does t. stdnt integrate supporting references?
	How accurate, clear & precise is t.language?  How appropriate is choice of register & style for t. occasion? (Reg. Refers to sensitivity to vocab. Tone, sent. structure & idiom appropriate to t. task.

	9-10

or

5
	-Excellent: thorough knowledge & understanding

-precise knowledge of t. appropriate context, where relevant
	-Excellent: interpretation

-a convincing & detailed interpretation of t. thought & feeling expressed including a fully considered & independent critical response, where appropriate

-excellent awareness & critical analysis of t. effects of t. lit features

-response is fully support by precise references to t. extract or work(s)
	-Clearly focused, well-developed & persuasive response

-purposeful and effective structure

-focused, coherent & presented in a very effective & persuasive manner

-supporting references are well integrated into t. body of t. response
	-Clear, varied, precise & concise

-appropriate to t. occasion

-no sign. lapses in grammar & expression

-effective choice of register & style

-precise use of wide vocab. & varied grammatical structures.

-lit terms used appropriately

	7-8

or

4
	-Good: knowledge & understanding

-good knowledge of t. appropriate context, where relevant
	-Good: interpretation

-a valid & generally detailed interpretation of t. thought & feeling expressed including a critical response, where appropriate

-good awareness & critical analysis of t. effects of t. lit features

-response is support by relevant references to t. extract or work(s)
	-Focused & developed response

-clear & logical structure

-focused & presented in a clear effective & convincing manner

-supporting references are integrated into t. body of t. response
	-Clear, varied & precise

-appropriate to t. occasion

-no sign. lapses in grammar & expression

-uses register & style appropriate to the oral activity

-some lit. terms used appropriately

	5-6

or

3
	-Adequate:  knowledge & understanding

-adequate knowledge of t. appropriate context, where relevant
	-Adequate: interpretation

-a generally valid & adequate interpretation of t. thought & feeling expressed etc.

-adequate awareness & critical analysis of t. effects of t. lit features

-response is generally supported by ref.
	-Generally focused  & developed response

-adequate structure to t. response

-response is generally focused & presented in a coherent & effective manner

-supporting references are sometimes appropriately integrated into t. body
	-Generally clear & coherent

-clear speech, appropriate to the occasion

-only few significant lapses in grammar & expression

-attempts to use approp. register to the oral activity

	3-4

or

2
	-Some: knowledge & understanding

-some knowledge of t. appropriate context, where relevant
	-Some: interpretation

-some interpretation of t. thought & feeling expressed etc.

-response is supported by some references
	-Some sense of a focused & developed response

-some evidence of a structure

-some attempt to present t. reponse w/ coherence although not always focused

-supporting ref. are not appropriately integrated
	-Sometimes clear & coherent

-some degree of clarity & coherence

-some degree of accuracy in grammar & expression

-vocab. Sometimes approp.

	1-2

or

1
	-Little: knowledge & understanding

-little knowledge of t. appropriate context, where relevant
	-Little: interpretation

-liittle interpretation of t. thought & feeling expressed etc.

-response consists mainly of narration &/or repetition of content

-little awareness of lit features
	-Little evidence of a structure

-little attempt to present t. response w/ coherence & focus

-response if supported by few references
	-Rarely clear or coherent

-speech not readily comprehensible

-many lapses in grammar & expression

-vocab. rarely accurate/approp

	0
	Student not reached lvl 1
	Student has not reached lvl 1
	Student has not reached lvl 1
	Student has not reached lvl 1


Total Points:__________________________

