














ODHEFS Archive Report

Bill Jones, Il1, Archives Committee

Greetings from the Archives Committee. We have some wonderful news to report in this issue of the Torch-
bearer and hope that you will take time to read through some of the happenings.

On March 21st, nine hardy souls (Richard Moss, Tommy Herman, Pete and Elizabeth West, Sid Brewbaker, Karl
Ehlslager, Bill and Mary Jones, and Clyde Clark) braved the cooler temperatures we woke up to and came to
Richmond to put in a day of working on club archives. These were divided up into three teams - a team of 4 that
entered information on back of pictures as to what the picture was, a team of 2 that entered already filled out pic-
tures into our database, and a second team of 2 that scanned these into the system, Richard served as liaison in all
factions moving from team to team helping as needed. To keep the 9 energized the Central Region provided a
buffet lunch of BBQ as well as drinks during the day.

The room was lively with debate of “is that a Hummerly or a Howe”? “Is this a pumper or a tanker”? And the
“why are there no Buffalos? voiced by one person. And the occasional “what the heck is that” Possibly the larg-
est “static fire truck display” in one location ever to take place! Where else can you look at over 1000 fire trucks
at one time???

The elephant, as I like to call the archives, felt a small bite taken out of it when all was said a done. 533 more pic-
tures have been added to the archives data base. In addition another 500 + pictures have been prepped and read-
ied for the next go round. We also entered several manuals and pieces of factory literature. All in all a very good
day.

I would like to thank those that came from across the state to help —Sid Brewbaker and Karl Ehlshlager from the
west, Clyde Clark, Pete and Elizabeth West from the north, Tommy Herman, Richard Moss, and my wife Mary
Jones from Central. Also big thanks to Tommy and his company Eagle Fire for allowing us use of their class-
room to better spread out and work. Those new conference room chairs are NICEEEEE!!!!

We plan another work day, probably in August, but if you have an interest, even if you can’t tell a Howe from a
Seagrave, we can use you. You can type in data, or you can scan pictures. There is something for everyone so
please let me know your interest. | will add you to our email list so you will get updates or work dates, what’s
going on, etc. We are still soliciting materials so please also be on the lookout for magazines, pictures, manuals,
literature. Mike Sanders made a great gift of over 1000 pictures recently, and Karl solicited and got over 200
Seagrave delivery photos. If you have told me in the past your willingness to serve yet have not been getting
emails from me LET ME KNOW. | know I have three bad email addresses that keep bouncing back. I will be
contacting those by phone to get their updated email address.

Some additional notes: There have been some comments about hiring someone or some business to do this for
us. This was discussed in the past and the over whelming consensus was why pay someone when we can do it
ourselves. Besides we still have to enter the data for each picture as an outside firm would not know what we
wanted to gather so you are eliminating only half the work.

There may just be a home for the archives in the works. A proposal has been submitted and is being reviewed.
We should know for sure by the end of May and if the answer is yes, the ODHFS Archives will have a place to
call home. Don't want to jinx it any so for now all we will say is keep your fingers crossed.

In addition we have also upgraded some of our working equipment. A separate hard drive has been purchased to
hold the entire collection once completed so as to not tie up the clubs computer. Additional storage of archives
will be placed on disk and stored in separate locations for safety purposes.

There have been some questions asked about if we have any interest in current unit information or literature. The
answer is yes. By all means. At some point those items will be antiques. As evidenced at Apple Blossom this
year, we had antiques that were built in 1980's in our group. So if you know where there is materials, bring it on.
Let us know what you have and we will make arrangements to pick it up at a future event or have someone pick
up and bring to the next work day.

That’s all for this edition. More in the next edition. Again if you have an interest to help, drop me an email and |
will add you to our list. My e-mail is bjfirepro@aol.com
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Apple blossom Fireman’s Parade continued.
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Allen Bond’s 1940 Pr Pirsch Aerial adder

1949 Mack, ex. Berryville (John H.
Enders Fire Co.), owned by Gary Pope

The Crites Family’s 1931 Seagrave Pumper
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Bon Air VFD’s 1978 GMC
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Mal Sarna. Malden Miller is standing at driver's door talk
ing with Mal.
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Jack Sullivan’s 1963 Ford Galaxie 500 Chief's Car Ronald Fontain, Jr.’s 1969 CF Pumper
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