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It is that time of year.  The time where awards are handed out to TV shows I do not really watch.  Yes, through the history of the Emmys, rarely is a show I adore nominated much less rewarded.  There are the occasional breakthroughs (“Freaks and Geeks” and “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” nominated for writing) and occasional triumphs (“The Office” winning best comedy), but overall, I’m usually pulling for an underdog and more often than not, heartbroken before the show even starts thanks to nomination day.  This year’s slate of nominees probably has more favorites listed than any previous year, but I still do not hold out much hope for the ones I want to win to actually win.  So let us break down the biggie categories and do a little predicting.  

Series Drama:
Nominees:  Boston Legal; Grey’s Anatomy; Heroes; House; The Sopranos

Perennial favorite “The Sopranos” just eked out its final season and it really is the one to beat this year.  That said, I do not think any of the nominees really deserve to win this year.  If I had to pick one, I’d pick “The Sopranos” but if we are talking sheer fun, I would want “Heroes” to win.  Now “Heroes” was certainly uneven through the season, but I think it was more fun to watch and of the listed shows, the one I was most excited to tune into every week.  “Grey’s” was weak and depressing and “House” though good, just left me kind of cold.  My longstanding dislike of David E. Kelley prevents me from doing anything other than laugh maniacally over the fact that “Boston Legal” was nominated.  Better than “Friday Night Lights?”  I think the F not.

Series Comedy:
Nominees:  Entourage; The Office; 30 Rock; Two and a Half Men; Ugly Betty
Wow.  There is some quality stuff in there.  “Ugly Betty” has the edge as a mainstream favorite.  However, as the show was fairly consistently funny and well executed, I would not have a problem with that win.  Close behind is “The Office,” which had a solid season, but I think does not have as many supporters as “Ugly Betty,” which has a broader appeal to a varied audience.  Add to the “Betty’s” lessons on inner beauty and you have a winner the established Emmy voter can get behind.  The true dark horse and the one that would be most satisfying in terms of winning, is hands down “30 Rock.”  Of the nominees, I truly believe “30 Rock” was the best Comedy of last year.  Now I love me some “Office,” but no show made me hit the replay on my Tivo more often than “30 Rock” did.  

Lead Actor Drama:
Nominees:  James Gandolfini; Hugh Laurie; Denis Leary; James Spader; Kiefer Sutherland

I think the clear favorite is Gandolfini.  While a win would be richly deserved, I do not know if it would be the most satisfying.  Hugh Laurie I think gives a more compelling performance (and certainly shows more range with the comedy), but as this is Tony Soprano’s last shot, Gandolfini should have it safely in the bag.  As for the underdogs, while I love Kiefer and think Bauer is one of the best badasses ever on TV, I do not think this is his year.  Nor should it be.  For James Spader, well, it is hard not to like Spader in anything.  Despite my aversion to “Boston Legal,” I am not so stubborn as to not recognize that Spader has a shot here.  The darkest horse, and the one that I personally am rooting for, is Denis Leary.  Leary’s extreme breakdown in the latest season of “Rescue Me” where he imagines everyone he holds dear is locked in his burning bedroom was a revelation.  His total mental breakdown and the ensuing slow rebuild was a strange thing to witness.  Who knew he had it in him?  Well, I guess we should have suspected it since he writes that phenomenal show.  Not to mention his eerie response to the death of Connor on the show was one of the spookiest performances I have seen from an actor in a long while.  Of the group I truly believe Leary is the most deserving.  I also truly believe there is no chance in hell that he will win.
Lead Actress Drama:
Nominees:  Patricia Arquette; Minnie Driver; Edie Falco; Sally Field; Mariska Hargitay; Kyra Sedgwick
Does anyone think anyone but Falco will win?  Yeah, me neither.  Although I could never root against Sally Field, I am no fan of “Brothers & Sisters.”  Still, Field is probably the best of the nominees, even if she did not give the best performance in the field this year.  Arquette had her day and I doubt enough people saw Driver in “The Riches” to even know what show she was in.  Sedgwick, though a favorite among many, is not likely to win.  The least of which is that her southern accent makes the baby Spaldy cry.  The commercials make me cringe.  Falco seems to be a lock.  Again.

Supporting Actor Drama:

Nominees:  Michael Emerson; Michael Imperioli, T.R. Knight; Terry O’Quinn; Masi Oka; William Shatner

Admittedly I worry about tossing Shatner aside (hey it is HIS face that is the basis for Michael Myers Mask after all), but I think his sweet, sweet hamminess will lose out to the heavyweights in his category this year.  Emerson was one of the creepiest villains of all time.  The more we learned about Ben, the more terrifying Emerson’s mannerisms became.  O’Quinn’s Locke slowly showed his more vulnerable side and in the process made him one of the most compelling characters on both “Lost” and TV in general.  More importantly, Locke was the only character whose actions we never felt we could accurately predict.  Definite credit goes to the writers, but O’Quinn’s wonderful performance made Locke the fascinating character he is today.  Imperioli, though turning in several years of solid work, just does not stack up to Emerson or O’Quinn, but there is always the “Lost” vote splitting to hope for.  However, if there is a split vote I think the winner would have to be either the likeable T.R. Knight or the lovable Masi Oka.  Many voters sympathize with Knight’s off camera problems with Washington, but I do not think that goodwill will earn him many votes.  Knight was good, but this season of “Grey’s” did not merit such notice.  No, if the vote splits on “Lost” look for Oka to step in and steal the little lady.  I still maintain that in its dullest episodes Oka was the glue that held the show together and made it as likeable as it was.  There is a lot of love for Oka, but I do not know if it will translate to a win.  I think I will go with a controversial pick and say O’Quinn will win.
Supporting Actress Drama:
Nominees:  Lorraine Bracco; Rachel Griffiths; Katherine Heigl; Sandra Oh; Aida Turturro; Chandra Wilson

The final season of “The Sopranos” again makes this a difficult case to call.  Both Bracco and Turturro have turned in incredible work over the years and either would deserve a win.  That said, there is definitely the possibility of a vote split.  Enter Sandra Oh.  Oh not only gave a brilliant performance over the season, but she may have been the best thing about the show all season period.  When Oh screams “I can’t breathe!” at her aborted wedding, not only do you feel how smothered she feels, but you also find it a little hard to breathe yourself watching it.  Chandra Wilson too was awesome as always, but we really did not see enough Bailey to leave an impression this year.  No, this was Oh’s year on “Grey’s” and I think voters will be eager to give something to “Grey’s Anatomy” which had a tortured year both on camera and off.
Lead Actor Comedy:
Nominees:  Alec Baldwin; Steve Carell; Ricky Gervais; Tony Shalhoub; Charlie Sheen

Let me first say that any of the first three deserve to win this year.  Baldwin’s performance was so brilliant that whether the writing was funny or not (and let’s face it, Tina Fey’s show was more on than off), Baldwin sold it.  He made it funny.  He made it fucking hysterical.  Carell too so inhabited ineffectual and frightened office manager Michael so thoroughly that at times you had to remember that Carell is playing a character.  Now with Gervais, the man can do no wrong.  He pioneered the modern awkward comedy delivery.  Though “Extras” is brilliant, don’t expect the man with the perfect laugh to win.  Although if Gervais sent out a tape of just his laugh to Emmy voters, I suspect he would charm quite a few voters on that alone.

The final two are down my list.  Though Shalhoub has won this category since like World War I or something, I just can not accept that he will win again.  With the first three nominated, there would just be no justice in the world for him to win again.  Been there, done that, and done that the same exact way again.  Shalhoub has shown no new range on “Monk” this season so do we really need to reward this SAME performance yet again?  No.  Please no.  The last nominee is most perplexing.  How Charlie Sheen could get nominated for lead actor when you have Jason Lee or Jason Segel out there is beyond me.  I like Charlie but is he actually acting on that show?  Not so much.


With Baldwin suffering a bit of a reputation tarnishing blow thanks to that leaked phone call (and brilliant as he may be with comedy, I am still pretty disgusted that any father could call his young child a pig), I think Carell has the edge here.  With “Evan Almighty” Carell finally could do some wrong and I think the academy would like to give a deserving actor a pick me up.  Besides, there really is not a nicer guy in Hollywood right now, is there?

Lead Actress Comedy:
Nominees:  America Ferrera; Tina Fey; Felicity Huffman; Julia Louis-Dreyfus; Mary-Louise Parker

Although it is pretty neat that two nominees have both a hyphen and “Louis” in their names, I am going to arbitrarily throw them out based on that fact alone.  Both women are tremendous actors, but I am just not feeling the love for them this year.  Dreyfus certainly has a shot, but I think her previous win will pull her out of the running.  Parker’s show has a growing fan base, but I do not think it will translate to a win.  Felicity got to show some dramatic range this year but her storylines were all pretty much a bust as far as I am concerned.  And although Hey, hey Miss Tina Fey is my idol, I do not think she has a shot in Hades of pulling off a win.  Does she deserve it?  Oh hell yes.  Not only does she deliver her lines with such ease that it seems effortless, but she nails that stealth funny delivery that makes you laugh again and again days after the show aired.  Now in fairness, most of the credit goes to that perfect comedy mind of hers since she wrote a good portion of the material, but I think any comedic actress would be hard pressed to pull off the character of Liz Lemon with such a perfect mix of sarcasm, goofiness, and frustration.  No, the winner is likely going to be America Ferrera.  I personally am okay with that.  Ferrera makes “Betty” a likeable gal and the kind of underdog that Hollywood loves.  

Supporting Actor Comedy:
Nominees:  Jon Cryer; Kevin Dillon: Neil Patrick Harris; Jeremy Piven; Rainn Wilson

As much as I love the Piven, I think this year’s race really comes down to either Neil Patrick Harris or Rainn Wilson.  Either win would be richly deserved and certainly welcome in this apartment.  Wilson’s Dwight Schrute is a complex mix of layers and textures that you can not accurately describe.  Watching Wilson on “the Office” is an utter delight and I think voters will recognize that.  However, Harris’ nuanced performance as Barney on “How I Met Your Mother” is the more likely win.  Harris quietly came into his own this year personally and professionally and I think the industry will respond to that.  

 Supporting Actress Comedy:
Nominees:  Conchata Ferrell; Jenna Fischer; Elizabeth Perkins; Jaime Pressly; Holland Taylor; Vanessa Williams

This is one of those rare categories where I like every single nominee.  Though I have no love for “Two and a Half Men,” both actresses are pretty consistently brilliant and hard to count out.  Jenna Fischer had a great year on “The Office” as Pam pining for a stubborn Jim.  You could almost see Pam’s heart break every time Jim left her side and chose to be with another woman.  It was a performance so subtle and sweet, I do not think it has a prayer of winning.  Jaime Pressly managed to be a tour de force of broad comedy while being pregnant.  However, it was the deliciously devilish Vanessa Williams as Wilhelmina Slater on “Ugly Betty” that deserves the award most of all.  With one eyebrow pop, Williams could say so much.  Though Holland Taylor is the favorite, I can not help but feel like Williams has a pretty good shot to take the statue home.

Series Reality Competition
Nominees: The Amazing Race; American Idol; Dancing with the Stars; Project Runway; Top Chef

Now “The Amazing Race” is one of my all time favorite shows.  As the winner of this category for all four times that the category existed, it is the frontrunner to win again.  However, this latest season was the weakest one yet.  Plus, it would be nice to see another winner this year.  Now, I need to disclose that I am a bit biased as I work for a company involved with “Idol.”  However, I can not help but feel like this could be “Idol’s” year.  Not only was it the most watchable that it has been in a long while but it is an 800 lb gorilla.  It is overdue for the award.  That said, I think “The Amazing Race” is still likely to win.  Even at its worst the production is so crack on in terms of editing and direction that it is hard to overlook.  Especially when it already has 4 wins up on its mantle shining light into the voters’ eyes, blinding them from other nominees.

Individual Performance in a Variety or Music Program:
Nominees:  Tony Bennett; Stephen Colbert; Ellen Degeneres; Jon Stewart; David Letterman

The edge goes to Tony Bennett.  If Barry Manilow could pull out the win last year, Bennett has a lock on this year.  The remaining four are all spectacular choices and deserve to win.  However, my heart is certainly backing Colbert.  Not only is “The Colbert Report” one of the best things about weeknights, but among the group, Colbert is the only one performing a character.  Let’s face it.  As much as we love to watch Degeneres chat up the people, and Letterman cracking wise, and Jon just being his awesome damn self, all three play themselves for the most part.  Sure they are performing, but they are performing in a pretty natural state.  Colbert not only is playing someone else but he often quips off the cuff in character as well.  Rarely does he break out of character and when he does, he all the more loved for it.  The only bright side to a Bennett win is more Colbert angst like he had last year with the Manilow win.  Bring it on, Bennett!


As for variety writing and variety shows, I think “The Daily Show” has a lock on both categories.  And I am quite comfortable with that.  Even if “The Colbert Report” had points of brilliance this year that outshone its old brother.

Outstanding Writing for a Comedy Series:
Nominees: 30 Rock (2), Extras, The Office (2)

Good God.  This is like an orgy of kick ass comedy.  Any win is a win for the Academy but I think money is on “The Office.”  It is hard to say which was the more uncomfortable episode (“Gay Witch Hunt” or “The Negotiation”), but both were pretty damned funny.  And if you can’t decide, there is always the legendary “Daniel Radcliffe” episode of “Extras” to step in and steal the show.
Outstanding Writing for a Drama:
Nominees:  Battlestar Galactica; Lost; the Sopranos (3)

I know this is totally “the Sopranos” year but with three nominations, there is a high probability the vote will be split.  “Through the Looking Glass,” the finale for “Lost” was nominated and it was pretty well done.  Not just the ending.  However, the premiere of “Battlestar Galactica” was also nominated.  The epic scope of the two parter “Occupation/Precipice” was breath taking.  Add in the timely story of resistance fighting and suicide bombing and you have a political cocktail that is at once a masterpiece and too timely to be comfortable.  I think the most deserving winner has got to be “Battlestar” but you can never count out “The Sopranos.”  Especially with three nominations for its final season.

